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South. These sama were passed from house to 




house:, in.ii] Ihey were u fat north that their 


h^WHr5vVt , 7>, 


old masters coddu't bring them bock." 


1 (oflBfrouiaH 


"Yes. bu* J don't see . . ." Fat began. 


' A*\BbK ^v \*% 


■ -mta a stave ■■cache,] the house of a per- 




soli" who would help him." Danny continued. 


r JM «x» v ^^vrWA 


"be had to lit hidden, until be could move on." 




"Some of tbe bouses had secret rooms where 




the slaves could hide." 'f'od said "Sometimes 




they had to slay quite a ivhilcbcfore Ihoy could 




.move on, and 111'- i I. ho [i,.J Ihej.t didn't 


r^isij|kvir 


want to advertise that fact to everybody. Ha 


couldn't be too carefuL That's right, isn't it?" 




"Sun'.' Danny answered. 




' "Then." Mike said ettatstuy. "if this house 


^sss^Sfsrfi' 


was used like that, there must be secret pas- 
sages jn it!" 




"Seems logical." Tod answered. Dannv re- 


Civil War, hind been killed BtcidmLilly. .mi the 


garded him with eves like siller dollars. To 


family hud ™«r found his wealth. Taiiijlil, Llic ticw< 


think that all these years he had lived right 




here in thi' house, and had nccer dreamed of 


1 1 ™* f ™'jriin 


inivlhir.r; lit,: word puwuges in ill 




"You know what?" Mike asked. "Secret pas- 


iont of nno section of bookshelves lie Is barking 


.■■.i^li-: esplain every thing." 


"Such as what?" Fat said 




"Tlic noises Damn's been bearing al nifiht. 


pAhT III 


'Mike explained, ""tliey came fr™ the passage. 


J_oby bewail tu bark again, tl is attention 


and that's why Danny couldn't locate them," 


, "And also." Danny said, his mind working 




furinuslv, "whoever marie thorn footsteps a 


y in front of hiin. Tin- boys watched. [)u-ik1ci.I. 




"Are'tbere any secret passages in this house?" 


the hall as wo thought, he was!" 


J'."l .iii'.] suddenly. 


"Sure." Tod said. "That's it. It has to be." 


Dnnnv stared at Tqc! for a moment, "f 'don't 


"B-b-but." Fat sputtered, "how would any- 


know,, he answered. This house is old. and 


one outside the family know anything about 


t was part of the 'Underground Railway' dur- 


the passage? Even those who live here didn't 


l)g the Civil War." 




-What's the Underground Railway?" Fat 


lod shnok his head. "Maybe well under- 


rowned. 


stand that." he said, "when we find out who 



s.li.mliir; Ik- walls ,., i„„l j 1„,||,„, j,| 1L , 

Toby burked again. 

The nil 1:1 nee."' Tod -aid dccidi-dlv, "...I 
e in [his \nil! lie-hind ihe buoks. li,-Lp me 
,kc (hem down." Till- Inly* pmp|...l ii[> 1 
-o tijstilishl-i at ,111 -jiujIhoii III,- lloor, j- 



UHE.CHEST 
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/i been li-h-lnirf!" F.i! g.i*[ud 
snatched the flashlight lioin ' 
d jumped through the op'ei 



cared (mill 111.:- .helves and 

in the Hoot' in Hen. 

1 finished. Tod picked up a 



t secret door close!" 
his lips grimly- Fal, 
alive, drew in his 



II dueclly beiuud. Tin- other 
irts pounding, crowded close 
I watched „ve, hi., shoulder. . 
ved the beam ul the Hash me 



of space, in si-.uih oi :i etaek that would indi- 


Here the passage ended. Lving on the floor. 


cate a door of some sort. He could find nothing. 


■ beside an old wooden table. v?as Toby- 


"Doors to secret passages usually have a 


Danny ran to him qoickly and knelt down. 




There was a greathruise on Toby's head, from 


Damiv.isked Let's look For that." 


which a little blood oozed. His eyes were closed 


Tod pushed and pulled at various sections 


and he breathed jerkily. . 


of [he shelves. Nothing moved. The shelves 


"He was hit on the head!" Danny said. Ins 


seemed as solid as the very foundations of [he 


face angry. "He's badly hurt!" 




Tod directed die Bashlight around the room 


.'The opening must be here!" Tod said stub- 


Footprints in the dust uf die floor showed that 


bornly. "If not, why is Toby barking right 






loom .mil disappi-.fcri-d through another Lipeti 


Mike glanced around thoughtfully, his fore- 


ing. That eiit was now closed. Tod was trying 


head wrinkled. 1 1.- tool, a few steps .iciuss rln- 




shadowy loom and slopped before another 




wall. Without knowing enactly why be did it, 


'Tod! Fat!" Mike called. "Come backl" 


he reached out and pushed against' one of the 


Danny picked Toby up tenderly in his arms 


shelves. Nothing happened. He pulled a[ it 


ii nd they raced hack along the passage toward 


. and fills lime ii moved! 


the library. They discovered Mike on the floor. 


Fat gave a startled yelp, as a portion of the 




wall diieitly in Iroutolhiiri opened noiselessly, 


nl vtIIuwixI paper in his baud. 


disclosing a black void. The boys stared at ii T 


"What's the mailer?" Tod asked. 


hardly dai inc. in Incalhe. Toby sprang forward 




and whisked uu[ ot siyhl through the upniiii};. 
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duty, thot the m. 
of cattle had hern hidden behind the third 
brick from the lop, and the fourth from the 
right, in the left-hand portion of the fireplace 
in the living-room. The letter was signed by 
J"lm Daniel Howard! 

"Let's j4i>l bad; to the living-room as fast as 
we can!" Tod snapper!. 

At that moment Mike taught sight of Toby's 
limp form in Danny"s arms. "What happened 
tu Ii'ul: j " lie gasped. 

"fell you later!" Ted said. "Come oh!" 



evcr might lie in the house with thi 
boys raced back down the tv. " 

-Hid on into (In- livino-rorini 



kitchen. Taking them. Tod 6 
ent around the brick .Working 
I Mil il chipped away. Inbreatlll 
liripi'd flic brick out and felt b. 



■ c!i, Ji-vl.- 
■"rknUi 



■•■ Mil-cli.'l|.fdliim..Sr)nr, 
an eld iron box. Tile four 
chest until (hey slipped it 
through the opening and placed it. dusty and 
musty, on the floor in front of the fireplace 

"You open it.- Tod said to Dannv. The hen 
was not locked. Danny threw back the lid and 
the boys gasped. It was filled with gold coins! 



Bights. 



Danny earned Toby to a davenport, 
]...tlr-J him gently rin.l llieru were leais in 
eyes. ' Poor Tobyl" he said ouietly. "You wen 
just ti vim. to h-lp us, weren't you?" 

Tod. Fat and Mite k..cltl)ch.,e tie- li,c[.].„, 
and counted the bricks on the left hand side 
When they found the one indicated in the let 
ter. Tod pushed at it, but it did not budge. Hit 
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It li difle.ent with TREASURE CHEST. You can 
lend in order it any lime, and tht order will «tay In effect 
m lore at yon with. You will be billed only lor th* nun- 
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